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Finished Simpson Strong-Tie buiiding to be unveiied tomorrow
Catherine Borgeson
CATHERiNEBORGESON.MD<g>GMAlL.COM .

MANON FISHFR MUSTANG DAILY

The Simpson Strong-Tie Materials building will be unveiled in a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Friday. Speakers include Cal PolyInterim President Robert GUdden and Dean of the College of ArchitecTure and Environmental Design Thomas Jones.

A onc-of-a-kind laboratory fi»turing
a heavy timber brace frame, poly car
bonate sheathing and a space for inter
disciplinary projects will open its doors
at a ribbon cutting ceremony Friday.
The Simpson Strong-Tie Materi
als Demonstration Laboratory is now
adjacent to the Construction Innova
tion Center. At 5,000 square feet, it is
the largest element o f the construction
management building. Architecture
and environmental design studencs
will use the lab to design, build and
test structural components.
Construction management depart
ment head Allan Hauck is credited for
being the “real hero” and doing the
“lions share o f the work” by colleague
and architectural engineering depart
ment head Allen Estes.
There is a need for ¡ncrca.scd collab
oration in the college o f Architcaure
and Environmental Design (CAED),
Hauck said. The Materials [demon
stration laboratory will merge aspects
of architecture design, construction
and architectural engineering.
“The lab is intended to show stu

dents how all three areas work closely
together and communicate,” Hauck
said. “The goal is to keep the lab as flex
ible as possible for different classes.”
To ensure this, the building has
something for everyone. The space is
fairly open but there are plenty o f hid
den accommodations.
Underneath the 6 inch-chick floor
slabs are tie-downs students can use to
brace lai^e models to the ground. The
design purposefully left everything cxjx)sed so students can see different por
tions o f a building not typically seen
in a classnx)m. The permanent steel
frame in the front o f the building will
be used to show how the components
connect. The pavement blocks in the
front o f the laboratory can be removed
to demonstrate to landscape architects
different methods of .switching out
pavement and stones.
Even the building process has been
a hands-on learning experience for
students with all design documents
electronically available to the college.
Oinstruction management senior
Rickie Bowers participated in a mock
trial where he was a general contractor
along with fellow clas.smatcs.
see Strong- Tie, pAge 3

Cal Poly Wheelmen place fourth at national collegiate bike race
Sarah Parr
SAR AH P A R f L M D ^ : M A I L .C O M

Even though construction manage
ment senior Kyle Wideman injured
his foot, the biker continued com
peting in the Collegiate Mountain
Bike Nationals for the rest o f the
weekend.
This and other efforts led the Cal
Poly Wheelmen Club to fourth place
overall at the C"ollcgiatc Mountain
Bike Nationals this past weekend in
Truckec, Calif. Out o f estimated 50
to 60 club members, four women
and eight men, competed.
Around 30 schools competed for
Division-I during the three-day event
at the Northstar Resort in four disci
plines: Cross Country, Short Track,
Downhill and Four Cross. Tbe teams
came from mainly the West Coast,
but some East Coast teams also
joined the ranks.
Riders typically specialize fur the
Downhill and Four Cross races (grav
ity riding) or the Cross Country and

Short Track races (endurance rid
ing), said Josef Duller, a Wheelmen
member and mechanical engineering
senior. Some members spiecialize in
both areas, he said.
Wideman specializes in gravity
riding. Four Cross is “kind o f like
snow cross but with mountain bikes,”
he said. The race typically lasts 20-40
seconds.
“Four Cross is four guys with tour
bikes and a gate that latches down
and you just have a hunch o f turns
down a mountain; a bunch o f big
jumps,” Wideman said. “The easiest
way to describe it is mesh BM X and
snow cross.”
The four Wheelwomen at the
competition, (Catherine Cresalia,
Kathleen Kramer, Sally Hermansen
and Bridget Zapata), rode for every
single race using a variety o f skills,
including transitioning from high
speed to low speed, jumping, swift
turns and more.
Downhill races last three to five
see W heelm en, p a ge 3
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Sally Hermansen, one o f four “W heelwomen,” races other bikers at the Collegiate M ountain Bike Nationals in Truckee, Calif, where Cal Poly W heelmen took fourth out o f an estimated 3 0 schools. They will race again on Saturday at
the Stanford M t. Bike Race.
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Your data stored in the clouds

Cal Poly researchers
study clim ate change
Russell Peterson
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Cal Poly faculty and staff in the Col
lege o f Math and Science arc analyz
ing dau from 40 to 60 million-yearold ice cores to study how the climate
has behaved in the past in an effon to
better understand how it is changing
now.
Cal Poly joined the Mathematic
and Climate Change Research Net
work on Oct. 1. The analysis of ice
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Have you ever wondered if it would
be possible to log onto a computer
you have never used before, but have
all your applications, data and settings
from your home computer? Although
businesses and schools (like Cal Poly)
have been using this method for years,
a few companies like Microsofr, Apple
and specifrcally Google are seriously
considering this as the new standard
for user-computer interactions.
Have you ever used Gmail, Hot
mail, Office365, MobileMe or Facebook? All are very successful examples
o f cloud computing. In essence, cloud
computing is the storage o f user data
on an external server, accessible from
any computer conneaed to the serv
er. In English, that means your data
would be stored just like e-mails on
Gmail or pictures on Facebook. Log
ging into the server will allow you to
access all o f your data from anywhere
in the world.
Google wants to take this even
further and build the entire operat
ing system on cloud computing. Es
sentially, users create an account at the

computers boot-up, then login like ask Mark Zuckerberg. After all, he
they would normally. Any computer
didn’t get rich just for the creation of
running Google’s operating system
Facebook; he used the power his us
will allow usesrs access to their files and
ers gave him.
desktop from anywhere.
Ranting aside, some o f the things
cloud
computing requires are actu
This idea is absolutely revolution
ary and it will change how we use ally rather interesting. For one, ISPs
will need to step up with fiber optic
computers and be very usefril technol
ogy. Computers will drop in price be
transmissions and gigabit connec
tions. The current download and up
cause the computer won’t need to be
load speeds are fine for the basic tasks
as powerful anymore. Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) will have to provide we do today, but anything more in
tensive than online gaming — as im
faster service and with “Super” WiFi, it
pressive as that is — will require even
would seem that you will always have
more power. Imagine wanting to edit
access to your data in the sky.
However, not everyone is thrilled. ,an image using Adobe Photoshop
that was installed onto a server space;
Excluding Google’s past history with
the bandwidth required surpasses
personal data and privacy, cloud com
puting is not secure. Thieves could
what we have readily available.
intercept data transmitting in the
Personally, 1 am not looking for
air or within the server itself. Users ward to cloud computing at all, but
1 can sec that it will certainly provide
would rely on the company to guard
the servers, as well as keep them main some benefits.
tained. An even greater danger is data
D avid Dynes is a computer engineer
mining. Ih e company you trusted to
ing freshm an an d the Mustang Daily
store your data just might keep tabs
technology columnist.
on what you’re doing, and sell that
information. It happens now — just
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Ice cores are records o f the climate
that give researchers a photograph oj^^
the climate in the past. Air bubbles
trapped within the ice allow scientist^
to measure levels of various gasses, in
cluding carbon dioxide and greenhouse
gases from the time the ice was formed,
Camp said.
Computer models are another tool
the network wants to use to study cli
mate. The network plans to create a
range o f mtxlels that will help clima
tologists run better tests and Simula-

I’t go to a lab and run the
'ough tests. O ur only
choices are to look at
records
— Charles D. Camp
Assisunt professor of maihematics

core dau is Cal Poly’s contribution to
the network.
The network is made up o f 13
universities across the nation. Its pri
mary goal is to introduce mathemati
cal problem solving techniques, such
as dau analysis and computer mod
els, to the study o f climate change.
“We cant go to a lab and run the
Earth through tests,” said Charles D.
Camp, assistant professor o f math
ematics. “Our only choices arc to
look at the historical records or use
computer models."
C^al Poly’s work will reveal infor
mation about how the climate has
evolved in the past. This knowledge
will help climatologists better under
stand how the climate is changing
now. Camp said.

tions in order to understand how the
climate is chai^r^.
“We want to create a deeper hier
archy o f models that use equations to
look at how energy moves between dif
ferent systems,” Camp said. “This helps
us to understand how the climate shifts
between different states.”
The underlying objective o f the
network, which is to create a link be
tween the participating institutions,
creates more research opportunities for
Cal Poly math and science students.
Most o f the universities involved have
a research component, which is an ele
ment that Cal Poly lacks. Camp said.
“That is particularly useful here be
cause we don’t have a wealth of under
graduate students and postdoaorals,”
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Strong-Tie
continuedfrom page 1
'‘I’m excited for the lab,” Bowers said.
“It’ll be a great hands-on approach to
construction as opposed to the man
agement side o f things.”
CAED dean Thomas Jones asked
faculty to come together to give input
on the programmatic design o f the
building. Architectural engineering as
sociate professor Ed Saliklis was one of
the faculty members who decided how
the building would be used.
“We staned by discussing what
the building is not,” Saliklis said. “Tlie
building is not a machine shop because
the college already has one, (it) is not
a resting facility where we would do
multiple research or classroom tests be
cause we have a facility in the depart
ment where we have a 200,000 pound
testing machine and things like that.”
There were several things the fac
ulty did agree upK)n, one o f them being
an interdisciplinary project space.
“If we have students from archi
tecture and architectural engineering
working together on a project and
need a lirde space to work on proto
types, this building would be a great
space to do it,” Saliklis said.
Ih e building will also be a space for
vendor-driven demonstrations.
“Vendors will come in, not to sell
us stuff, but to get us excited about the
beauty and the utility o f their prod
ucts,” Saliklis said. “For instance, we
can have vendors bring different win
dows and install them. The students
can see the interface between what
surrounds the window and the actual
walls and how it all goes together. We
can also imagine water pienetration
tests. If we have a window installed
in that wall, we can spray water on it
and measure the amount of liquid that
passes through."
The lab is a college facility that pro
vides a more hands-on learning experi
ence, Estes said.
“We are trying to reinvent a course
currently taught by the architecture de
partment called Materials of Ckinstruction,” he said. “Right now, it is being
taught in a large lecture hall using pow
er point presentations. With the new
Materials Demonstration building, we

Wheelmen
continuedfrom page I

minutes and contains high and low
speed sections, 10-30 foot jumps,
rocky terrain and trees, Wideman
said. The Short Track and Cross
Country tracks contain difficult ter
rain that require more endurance.
Endurance rider Menso de Jong o f
the men’s Wheelmen came in fourth
place on the first day o f the competi
tion in the Cross Country race and
fourth place in the Short Track race
on the second day. De Jong got sec
ond place in omnium for the men’s
team.
Earth sciences senior Nate Lew
is, mechanical engineering senior
Owen Raybould, as well as Duller

two hands to
read the paper?
..r :

I ,. -
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College of Architecture and Environmental Design students will use the lab to de
sign, build and test many structural components.

can mm it into a lab class where stu
dents can see all the different materials
and demonstrate the strength and the
application o f those materials in a real
building.”
Some o f these materials include
timber, concrete and engineer lumber
— chip fiber that, after heated togeth
er, becomes stronger than most W(xk1
— and the poly carbonate sheathing.
Andy Barker is the construction in
spector for Facilities Services and Capi
tal Projeas and has been working for
facilities services for six years. He has
worked on the .Simpson Strong-Tie

l.ab since the beginning of constmetion. The lab is the first building he has
seen to use the poly carbonate mate
rial, he said.
“I’ve nes'cr seen the poly siding
used IxTlore. It’s a neat system how it
snapped together,” Barker said. “At
night it looks nice from the outside
when it’s lit from the inside.”
The Simpson Strong-Tie la b was
origin;illy going to Iv a butler building
— a utilitarian, closed shed-like work
space — but it changed into a show
piece. It is the only building in Cali
fornia to have a timber-brace frame for

and Wideman experienced difficulty
in the second race o f the second day.
Four Cross.
The team dealt with faulty start
gates and had some “dumb moves”
that led to falls during the race. Dull
er said.
Although the men had difficulty
in the Four Cross race, they received
the most points total during the
Downhill Race. Duller, Wideman,
Larwis, Raybould and de Jong got
7th, 6th, 2nd, 1 1th and 53rd place
respectively.
This puts the men among the best

downhill riders in the nation. Duller
said.
One o f the advantage.s riders like
Schustler and the Wheelmen see is
the terrain near their universities.
“We have some o f the hardest
terrain (in San Luis Obispo) which
gives us an advantage when we go to
Nationals,” Raybould said. Many o f
the trails the team practice on tend
to be steeper than the ones at Northstar.
The team will race at the Stanford
Mountain Bike Race at 6 p.m. on
Oct. 23.

lateral support.
I^ormer President o f Strucmral
Engineers Association o f California
(SEAOC) and architecmral engineer
ing senior Brian Planas said the chal
lenges o f using timber wood as the
frame is its inability to move with
the building in the event o f an earth
quake.
“With timber there is no duaiJe ac
tion,” Planas said. “(So) in the wake of
an earthquake, instead o f moving with
the building, the wood snaps. They
had to prove it could work. Under
Californian seismic code, this building
is not allowed but they proved it could
be done.”
One reason this was accomplished
is because Simpson Strong-T'ie Co.,
Inc. makes connections for timber. In
order to allow for the building to move
without the timber breaking, they de
veloped strong enough connections to
withstand c*anhquakes.
Not only is the Materials Demon
stration Lab a showcase o f Simpson
Strong-Tie’s products, the company
donated $500,000 to the construction.
This makes them the biggest donor of
money and materials.
Simpson-Strong Tie has a strong
relationship with the College o f Ar
chitecture and Fmvironmental Design,
especially the architecmral engineer
ing department. Alan Hanson is the
Simpson Strong-Tie (2o., Inc. south
ern California sales manager as well
as a member of the Dean’s Advisory
Council for the college.
In 1996, he initiated the first Simp.son Strong-Tic symposium — work
shops giving students the opportunity
to use the company’s products.
“They arc everywhere,” Planas said.
“They have sponsored one o f our other
labs, put on career fairs, sponsor our t-

shirts and many other things.”
According to the Simpson Stroi^Tie press release, the company made
the donation because “Cal Poly is the
premier institution for engineering ...
We have the oppormnity to become
part o f the students’ education, which
is truly priceless.”
,All the money was privately raised
and Hauck obtained the donations.
Another company that made the build
ing pt>ssible was WoodWorks.
Woodworks Technical Director
Michelle Kam-Biron graduated from
Cal Poly as an architecmral engineer.
Woodworks provided Hauck with
contacts for manufaemrers that could
supply the strucTural members and
provided the design team with techni
cal support, such as fire protection in
formation, to use as resources for their
design o f the building, Kam-Biron
said.
For students o f the College o f Archi
tecture and Environmental Design, the
past has been about small-scale mod
els. Now with the Simpson Strong-Tie
Materials Demonstration Lab, smdents
will have the oppormnity to work with
large scale models and materials.
“The lab will show how things
come together — a demonstration
space on a real-life scale,” Planas said.
“It’s a free space to u.se that can go with
our imagination.”
The ribbon cutting ceremony starts
at 4:30 p.m. Friday. Cal Poly Interim
President Roben Glidden, Founder of
Simspon Strong-Tic Co., Inc. Barclay
Simpson and Dean o f the Ckillcgc of
Architecture and Environmental De
sign Thomas Jones will speak.
Stejdn B all also contributed to this ar
ticle.
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Senator says military neglected troops with stress trauma
David Goldstein
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAI’ERS

Tlic military has been discharging
trcx>ps who are suffering fixim combat
stress, instead o f providing treatment,
according to Missouri Sen. Christo
pher “Kit” Bond and several veterans
advocates.
That would mean that many who
could be affliaed with mental health
condidons, including post-traumatic
stress disorder and traumadc brain in
jury, have left the service without offi
cial medical diagnoses and no chance
for medical benefits.
“If somebody comes back with batde-relatcd stress and invisible injuries,
we owe them a tremendous amount,”
said Bond, a Republican. “We need to
determine what their problem is, not
kick them out and let them fend for
themselves.”
The disputed discharges are for “ad
justment disorders,” which can occur
when a p>erson has trouble handling a
stressful event. In the military, service
members whoVe seen combat or un
dergone other types o f stress might be
discharged as a result o f sleepwalking,
airsickness or severe nightmares.
The procedure bypasses the length
ier medical discharge process, but crit
ics say that many troops are discharged
erroneously and lose out on medical
benefits.

“A service member who has a men
tal health condition is tempted with the
carrot of going home to see family, and
most service memljers will leap at the
chance,” said Paul Sullivan, the execu
tive director o f Veterans for Common
Sense, an advocacy group. “Without
a medical exam and legal advice, they
quickly sign the discharge papers so
they can go home. Most often the)'rc
not told they arc sacrificing benefits.”
After several attempts to get dis
charges data from the Pentagon, Bond
and three Senate colleagues called on
Defense Secretary Robert Gates in a
letter last week to pry the information
loose.
“We arc panicularly concerned that
troops who display syntptoms o f com
bat stress arc expeditiously chaptered
out o f the military by the medical bu
reaucracy prior to their condition meet
ing formal diagnostic criteria for PTSD
or other conditions that would consti
tute disability,” they wrote.
Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of
Vermont also signed the letter, along
with Republicans Sam Brownback of
Kansas and Charles Grassley o f Iowa.
Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen lainez said the department would respond
to their lener “as appropriate.”
The questions surrounding dis
charges come against a backdrop of
concern on several fronts: a shonage of
military doctors, multiple deployments

that send some service members back
to war zones more than once, a record
number o f suicides among National
Guard and Reserve troops, and high
instances o f PTSD and combat-related
brain injuries.
A recent study found that more
than a third o f die returning male Iraq
and Afghanistan war veterans — and
more than a quarter o f the women —
whs sought help at the Veterans Health
Administration had PTSD.
Bond and veterans advocates are
pjarticularly angry because Congress
cautioned the military about quickly
discharging service members who
might need mental health treatment.
In 2007 it stopped the military from
using pre-cxisung personality disorders
as a trigger to remove combat-stressed
troops. Prc-exisring medical condidons
disqualify service members from receiv
ing benefits.
Critics said they were sham dis
charges because the military originally
had found many o f those discharged
troop» fit to deploy to Iraq or A fg an i
stan.
They said the pressure was intense
to remove service members quickly
instead of going through the lengthy
medical dischaige process because it
saved money and freed up otherwise
non-dcpioyable spxits in military units
that were headed to die war zones.
Personality disorder discharges

continuedfrom page I

plummeted after Congress stepp>ed
in, according to the Pentagon, from
1,072 in fiscal year 2006 to 64 in the
first six months o f this fiscal year.
Adjustment disorders have more
than doubled during almost the same
p>eriod, however, from more than
1,400 in 2006 to more than 3,800
last year.
“The military is trying to kick sol
diers out as f^t as piossible,” Sullivan
charged. “When it was caught redhanded impropierly using picrsonality
disorder dischaiges, it simply shifted
gears and now ases adjustment disor
der.”
A military diagnosis o f PTSD
qualifies active-duty service manbers
for medical retirement and lifelong
comp)ensation, as well as health care
for their f^ ilie s and them.
A PTSD diagnosis by the Depanment o f Veterans Affiurs also qualifies
the veteran for benefits, th o u ^ not as
extensive.
“That means if they were on active
duty and received the wrong diagno
sis, they were cheated out o f healtli
care and comp)ensation that would
have come out o f (the Defense Dcpartriient) budget,” said Steve Robin
son, a veterans advocate and former
Army Ranger. “For every pierson who
gets kicked our by adjustment distjrdcr who later finds out it was wrong,
there is no recourse."

Camp said. “It effeaivcly is provid
ing a deep>er research structure that
p>eople here can connect with.”
All the schools involved will be
connected virtually, with logistical
suppwrt provided by Renaissancei;
Cxjmputing Institute. Karen Green, =;
director o f communications for the
institute, said that the universities
will meet weekly on the Internet
to discuss their findings with each
other.
iI
Other institutions in the network
include the University of North Car
olina at Chapel Hill, Arizona State
University, University o f California,
Berkeley and the University o f Chi
cago.
Christopher Jones, distinguished
professor o f mathematics at U N C
Chapjel Hill and the lead investiga
tor for the project, said Cal Poly was
chosen as a member o f the network
primarily because o f Camps exper
tise in the area o f data analysis.
The results o f the projea will be
published in peer-reviewed journals
in addition to other media oudets,
including campus media at the uni
versities involved, Jones said. The
network wants to reach out to young
math students and broadcast the impxjrtance o f integrating mathematics
into the study o f climate change.
“We want a young generation o f
mathematicians to know that math
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Hubble telescope discovers new galaxy

Word on
the Street

Eryn Brown
LOS ANGELES T 1MFJ»

What’s your opinion on the issue
of gay suicide?
^
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“ I think people don't re
ally want to talk about it, but
those affected should know
they’re not alone.”

"\ tliink people should be
aware ot it — the issue of gay
rights is really important.

— Kelly Learn,
graphic communication
freshman

— Brandon Doo,
biomedical engineering
senior
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“I think it’s an im portant thing

"I think it’s really unjust — the

to keep an eye o n —

attention on it is justified.”

when

it happens to one person it
seem s like m ore follow .”

— Jack Adam s,

— M ackenzie Billings,

theatre junior

environm ental engineering
sophom ore
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"It happens more often than
people know, I'tn glad that
the media’s focusing on it.’’

"1 think it s good that the
public k.nows It’s happening.'

— Shirley Lau,
business administration
sophomore

— Bi^an Kraft,
biomedical engineering
senior " ' "

wliMn«Hbnaks« wt'ragotitcowred

Scientists have found the most dis
tant space object yet observed, a
galaxy born |ust 500 million years
after the Big Bang.
I'he record-breaking discovery,
reported Wednesday in the journal
Nature, may aid exploration o f a
crucial period in the early history
of the cosmos — a time when light
from the earliest stars broke up the
fog of hydrogen gas that shrouded
the universe shortly after the Big
Bang. That process created the
“reionized” universe that exists to
this day, scientists believe.
“This is one o f the most fun
damental problems in astronomy
— how the universe ionized," said
the study’s lead author, astronomer
Matthew Lehnert o f the Observa
toire de Paris in France.
I ehnert said that while astrono
mers know reionization occurred,
they don’t understand how, be
cause they haven’t been able to
observe the process under w'ay.
“ rhat's why (seeing this object)
matters," he said.
The Hubble Space Felescope
First spotted the galaxy, named
U n F y -3 S I .^553‘), after a new cam 
era that permitted clearer images
of distant objects was installed on
the tiricseope in May 2009.
In O ctober ot that year, scien
tists began analyzing photos ot a
tar-oft portion o f the sky known as
the Hubble Ultra Deep Field.
Fhey ¡dcntif'icd several faint
“blobs" that might have been dis
tant galaxies, Lehnert said.
Fo confirm that was what they
were, astronomers needed to ana
lyze the blobs’ light with a spectro
graph — a device that could deter
mine whether the light resembled
that typically seen escaping far-off
stars.
The team wasn’t sure the objects
Hubble uncovered would be bright
enough to analyze in this way.
Still', Lehnert secured 16 hours o f
time — considered generous — to
observe U D F y -3 8 1 35539 with the
European Southern Observatory’s
Very Large Telescope and SIN F O NI spectrograph in Chile.
Crunching through the data as
it trickled in slowly over the course
o f two months, Lehnert and his
colleagues determined with 9 9 .9 9
percent certainty that the object’s
light did appear to he coming from
a distant galaxy, according to the
Nature study.
The spectrograph also allowed
scientists to pin down the galaxy’s
so-called redshift, a measure o f
how fast the galaxy and Earth were
moving away from each other due
to the expansion o f the universe.
The larger the redshift, the more
distant — and more ancient — the
observation.
U D F y -3 8 1 3 5 5 3 9 had a redshift
o f 8 .5 5 — meaning that light es
caping it was emitted more than
13 billion years ago. The farthest
galaxy previously detected had a
redshift o f 6 .9 6 .
Its light started the trip toward
Earth about 150 million years later
than U D F y -3 8 1 3 5 5 3 9 ’s.
“It’s remarkable that in such a
short time, well-developed galaxies

already existed (in the universe),”
said Michele Trenti, an astrophysi
cist at the Center for Astrophysics
and Space Astronomy o f the Uni
versity o f Colorado.
Trenti, who wrote an editorial
accompanying the Nature paper,
said that it is likely there are more
galaxies, yet unseen, lurking at
these great distances.
About one-tenth o f the diameter
o f the Milky Way, and composedo f approximately 1 billion stars,
U D F y -3 8 135539 wouldn't emit
enough light on its own to ionize
the hydrogen gas that surrounded
it, the Nature article reported.
Unless there were more galaxies
around it to help break down the
hydrogen fog, this galaxy’s light
probably could never have reached
Earth.
,
Because the glow o f UDFy3 8 1 3 5 5 3 9 ’ is so faint, some scien
tists said they are skeptical o f the
results.

“T he question of whether this
is definitively the oldest is uncer
tain,” .said ('alifornia Institute o f
Technology astronomer Richard
Ellis, who is co-author of a forth
coming review in Nature about the
reionization of the universe,
“T his is an ambitious and dif
ficult measurement. People have
been wrong before.”
But Ellis said that the research
remained “impressive,” and that
it “demonstrates that it’s feasible
to prove that these (galaxies) ex
ist at long distances.” By viewing
distant galaxies, astronomers will
figure out what happened in the
universe’s early years, he added.
“We’re about to find out about
one o f the most interesting periods
o f the universe, about which not
much is known,” he said.
“It’s the last frontier, and we’re
on the brink o f observationally
nailing it down.”
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L O D I (M CT) —
Constitution supporters talked o f
staying informed on conservative
issues as the Tea Party Patriots’
Constitutional Bus Tour rolled
into Lodi on Monday night.
Guests from throughout the
state gave a history lesson o f the
Constitution’s founding in 1787,
how they say it’s being threatened
today and what residents can do
to restore government to its origi
nal constitutional principles.
Guest speakers at the event
ranged from an actor who re
enacts speeches by the founding
fathers to a conservative constitu
tional attorney.

WASHINGTON D C (M CT) —
The Obama Administration noti
fied Congress Wednesday o f plans
to sell Saudi Arabia up to $60
billion worth o f arms in a deal to
bolster regional defenses against
an ascendant Iran.
The agreement, which will
stretch out over as much as 20
years, would be the largest U.S.
arms sale ever, if Riyadh buys all
that has been authorized.

IL U N O IS (M C T) —
A Chicago man has pleaded not
guilty to federal charges with
planting what he believed was a
bomb near Wrigley Field.
Sami .Samir Hassoun entered
a not guilty plea in front o f U.S.
Magistrate Judge Susan Cox on
Wednesday to counts o f attempt
ing to detonate a weapon o f mass
destruction and attempting to use
an explosive device.
Prosecutors allege that Has
soun plotted with an FBI source
to plant a backpack loaded with
explosives outside the crowded
district near Wrigley Field and
discussed with undercover agents
other plans that included contam
inating the city’s water supply or
attacking police officers.

AFGHANISTAN (M CT) —
Afghan electoral officials, releasing
preliminary results o f last month’s
elections, said Wednesday that
they had tossed out more than a
million ballots, citing proven or
likely fraud.
The decision by Afghanistan’s
independent Election Commis
sion laid bare the enormous ex
tent o f malfeasance in the Sept.
18 vote, which was billed as a
showpiece o f the country’s na
scent democracy.

GERMANY (M CT) —
The danger o f terrorism is “greater
than ever,” the head o f Germany’s
federal police, the BKA, said on
Wednesday.
The threat o f militant Islamist
attacks was a “high abstract dan
ger for Germany,” Joerg Ziercke
told delegates at the agency’s an
nual convention.
He said the number o f prelim
inary investigations into Islamist
threats had risen since 2001 to
reach a current peak o f 352.
Security agents believe there
are more than 1,000 militant Is
lamists in Germany who are pre
pared to resort to violence.
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Environmental groups bring
International suit against BP over oil spill

Briefs

SANTA CRUZ (M CT) —
Getting lost down a dead-end dirt
road on the UC Santa Cruz cam
pus should become a thing o f the
past now that a collaborative effort
between several U CSC depart
ments has named all the campus
roads, streets, drives and ways.
Until now about 30 percent o f
campus roads had names, and ask
ing or giving directions routinely
digressed into a comedy routine
o f counting stop signs, interpre
tive gestures, insider names, and
perhaps a little bit o f trailblazing.

.

Richard Fausset
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Three
environmental
advocacy
groups sued BP on Wednesday, al
leging that the company’s G u lf o f
Mexico oil spill harmed and killed
endangered and threatened species
— one o f hundreds o f civil suits the
oil giant likely will be fighting for
years.
T h e suit, brought by the non
profit groups Defenders o f W ild
life, G u lf Restoration Network
and the Save the Manatee Club,
says that the April 20 Deepwater
Horizon rig blowout and the re
sulting oil spill “have caused and
will continue to cause the take o f
endangered and threatened spe
cies,” including whales, manatees,
birds and sea turtles that “show no
avoidance response to oil slicks.”
“O ur concern is that the im
pact on threatened and endan
gered species is going to continue
for a long time after the oil spill
is in the news,” said Gregory Buppert, a Defenders o f W ildlife attor
ney. The lawsuit, brought under
the Endangered Species Act, will
“make BP accountable for the on
going impacts,” he said.
The suit suggests some o f the
ways the court could hold BP ac
countable, including helping to es
tablish national marine sanctuaries
and creating a permanent endow
ment to restore and study gulf spe
cies.
BP officials did not return a
call seeking com m ent. But the
company has repeatedly vowed to
aggressively clean up the oil and
restore the gulf, including funding
a major wildlife rehabilitation pro
gram and com m itting $ 5 0 0 mil
lion into research into the effects
o f the spill.
T he gulf region is home to at
least 27 endangered or threatened
species. T h e April 20 rig explosion
killed II workers and spilled 4.1
million barrels o f oil. More than
6 0 0 sea turtles were found dead

and another 4 5 6 were found alive,
but soiled with oil. More than
4 ,3 0 0 oiled birds have been found,
more than half o f them dead.
Long-term iqipacts on wild
life are unclear. Much o f the oil
remains dispersed deep under the
sea. Scientists are unsure how this
and 1.8 million gallons o f chem i
cal dispersant will alter the fate o f
marine creatures and habitats. ■
Wednesday’s lawsuit, filed in
federal court in New Orleans, is
likely to be rolled into the massive
“multidistrict litigation” action, in
which one federal judge handles
proceedings that are combined into
one unified process, said Catherine
Wannamaker, senior attorney for
the Southern Environmental Law
Center, who is representing the
plaintiffs.
U .S. District judge Carl Barbier
is presiding over more than 3 0 0
cases related to the spill, includ
ing personal injury and death cases
and loss claims from individuals,
businesses and governments.
Barbier is also handling envi
ronmental cases, including a suit
brought by the Center for Biologi
cal Diversity seeking $ 1 9 billion
in civil penalties under the Clean
Water Act.
Justice Department officials
have filed papers indicating they
will probably file suit on behalf
o f the American public, possibly
for violations o f the Oil Pollution
Act and the Clean Water Act. T he
government is pursuing a criminal
investigation as well.
By the end o f 2 0 1 1 , BP hopes
to sell o ff $ 3 0 billion in assets to
raise money to cover its post-spill
obligations. O n Monday, it an
nounced it was selling o ff $ 1 .8 bil
lion in interests in Venezuela and
Vietnam.
T he company has promised to
put $ 2 0 billion into a fund to han
dle legal claims. People receiving a
payout from the fund also waive
their right to sue.
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California gubernatorial candidates have distinct campaign styies
Seem s M ehta
M ichael J. M ishak
XOS ANGELES TIM ES

As California’s gubernatorial candidates
sprint to Election Day, Meg Whitman
tand Jerry Brown are following two dis<i unct paths that speak to their strengths
.and weaknesses as candidates and the
¡segments o f the electorate that are vital
j to each.
< Republican Whitman is aggressively
courting independent voters across the
state. She aired four new and-Brown
ads in the last week. She is campaign
ing in media markets large and small
every day and cluttering mailboxes
around the state. A recent mailing went
to nearly 1 million independent voters.
Whitman is targeting specific groups
on the theory that even a motivated
Republican base is not enough to guar
antee her election.
Democratic nominee Brown is not
nearly as visible but has concentrated
his actions in Los Angeles and the San
Francisco Bay Area, the party’s twin
power centers, trying to motivate core
voters with visits from popular Demo
crats such as Bill Clinton and Barack
Obanu. With his party less enthused
1than the GOP, Brown is pressing inde
pendent voters with his assertions that
Whitman is seeking office to benefit
herself and California’s privileged class.
“He’s shooting a shotgun, hoping
the blast is sufficiently broad enough
that it will attraa the kind o f suppxsrt
he needs,” said Larry Gerston, a politi
cal science professor at San Jose State
University. “She’s shooting a rifle, pick
ing her targets carefully.”
The Whitman campaign is in over
drive, with the candidate riding around
the state in a large green bus embla
zoned with her “Jobs are on the way”
slogan and her stylized p>oppy logo. In
addition to extensive television ads and
a sophisticated direct-mail opreration,
the campaign is aggressively contaaing
voters. More than 37,000 volunteers
have made more than a million phone
calls so fru, the campaign said.
“We’re going to stuff 20 days’ worth
o f campaigning into 15 days,” W hit
man’s chief strategist, said Monday
after the candidate spx)kc at a Garden

Grove manufaauring plane
The kitchen-sink approach is in
dicative o f Whitman’s wealth — she
has dumpred more than $140 million
o f her own money into her campaign.
Nevertheless, she remains locked with
Brown in a tight race.
“We live in a Democratic state.
There are 2.3 million more Democrats
in California than there are Republi
cans,” she said Monday. “The fact we
are tied is actually a very good indicator
and the next 15 days are going to mat
ter — where do the undecideds go?”
A first-time political candidate.
Whitman is far more comfortable as a
public speaker than she was sbe months
ago, but even her attempts at retail pol
itics remain highly manufactured.
Last weekend, on a three-city swing
through Northern California, three
aides wearing Secret Service-style mi
crophones guided Whitman through
roadside diners as she shook hands,
px)sed for pictures and chatted with
voters. At the Black Bear Diner in Red
ding, Whitman was explaining her jobs
plan to a customer when an aide leaned
in and whispered: “Face the cameras.”
As Whitman turned, a throng o f pho
tographers snapped away.
' Aides also polled customers as she
worked the late-lunch crowd, steering
Whitman around a couple o f Brown
supporters.
These visits are intendetl to show the
former eBay chief and billionaire relat
ing to everyday voters and their con
cerns. The results arc mixed: At Philliedog in Bakersfield, she cut a chili dog
into quaners with a plastic knife and
took a bite, pinky finger extended.
Still, the appoarances attracts media
attention, allowing Whitman to stick
to a .script yet app>ear spontaneous.
“The visuals o f her being in the ar
eas hardest hit by the recession help her
porsuade voters across California who
care about the economy,” said ILad
Kousser, a political scientist at the
Univereity o f California, San Diego.
“There arc two things politicians are
doing when they do retail campaign
ing: Ihcrc is the audience in front o f
them, but they arc just as concerned
about how they arc pserceived by the

T V cameras.”
Brown is far less visible on the cam
paign trail. In the. last week, his rival
had more than twice as many public
app>earances around the state than he
did. There is a reason for Brown to
shy away from the glare o f cameras,
political observers note: Spoaking less
decreases the chance that the force-ofnature candidate will make another
gaffe.
Since he began campaigning around
Labor Day, Brown has held two typos
o f events — rallies aimed at energizing
core Democratic voters and news con
ferences aimed at making headlines.
The laner tend to be bare-bones — the
candidate, a lectern, a couple o f “Jerry
Brown 2010” campaign signs.
Over the last week. Brown had ral

such as “I don’t owe anyone anything”
and “This is all about leadership,”
spliced with footage o f Schwarzenegger
saying the same things.
Brown’s allies arc also working on
turning out voters. Organizing for
America, the remains of the Obama
campaign, is focusing on first-time
Obama voters. The state party is spend
ing $4 million to target more than 1
million voters. The California Labor
Federation has 30,000 volunteers dis
tributing 3 million fliers at worksites
and is targeting more than 2 million
non-union voters. The Service Em
ployees International Union has vowed
to spend $5 million appealing to La
tino voters.
Analysts say such efforts will deter
mine who wins on Nov. 2.

lies with Clinton in Los Angeles and
San Jose, and held two news confer
ences. Outside Dorris Place Elementary School in Los Angeles, he criticized
Whitman’s proposal to eliminate the
state tax on capital gains; at the Japa
nese Cultural and Community Center
in San Francisco, he touted his support
from Asian leaders.
On Monday, Brown promised a
“very extensive schedule” in the final
weeks o f the campaign.
Brown’s campaign and his allies ate
also airing television ads and sending
out mailers, with Brown releasing a new
ad Thursday that implies that Whitman
is a clone o f Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg
ger, who is deeply unpopular among
California voters. Ih e ad features foot
age o f Whitman making sutements

'.1
mrj,

¿lUiiaaat.. ^

W ATCH

IT .

-4’

’ •. - v ai' •

C L IC K IT .

j

YOUR NEW S

[sniDCiCFonadii)

,Yec ri*^:
■iàar, yo* i i y
|»t

ivte <

^
‘'

,

I't *

y-b a

Piiia* ¿ou^orii flus
obbev iz\\jsivt deals!
♦ WW». yo* fwrcKa«« a

CO

“T 3

ta n

' -'V

,,aia.k\*A .'A*.'

CJ>
to

»,
~Q

3S
ta :

CO

'i

-Slid

o iW

/Vj-Af th.7.7

CO

¡000 Hi5uera St 0

O vwodstodksslozo.«

S-

V .

■

.

O '’''

.

- a

T jt

mustangdaìlyarts
wm

arts editor; Sarah Gilmore
miistangdailyartst^'gniiiil.com

mß

8

Still Time to perform at SLO Brewing Co. Friday
Kelly C ooper

house o f its biggest fans.
Eight people cooped up in an
RV headed cross-country, the band
spread its sound in states such as
New York, Texas and Louisiana. I.cad
singer Dan Curcio said one o f his fa
vorite spots is New Orleans.
“They showed us a really good
dme,” Curcio said. “We had this guy

KELLYCOOPER. M D ^ MAIL. COM

After a four-month national tour,
Still Time is back in town.
The groovy hink-rock band that
formed in San Luis Obispo in 2004,
will play at the newly-renovated SLO
Brewing Co. on Friday night to a full

— Antonio — a trumpet player from
Walter ‘Wolfman’ Washington and the
Roadmasters and he was this incredible
trumpet player and he came up every
night and played with us. Its just a re
ally cool and open music culture.”
Another highlight was playing at
South by Southwest in Austin, Texas,
featuring acts such as She & Him

and Rogue Wave.
“We did some good networking
and they liked the music,” Curcio
said.
Although the band got o ff the
road in the beginning o f the summer,
the clock hasn’t slowed. Between
juggling finances, starting a non
profit organization and working on a
new album to tentatively be released

next year. Still Tim e isn’t stopping
the momentum.
“We’re getting back on our feet
for a strong push coming up," Curcio
said.
Most recendy, the band spent
time in the mountains o f Santa Cruz
and started working on a few songs.
see S till Tim e, page 1 0
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Funk-rock band Still Time, which formed in San Luis Obispo, will perform at
SLO Brewing Co, Friday after a four-month national tour.
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‘Pascal’s Peeps’ art exhibit to be

Visit us or call fur a

hosted at Claassen Gallery Friday

FREE
Brow Wax

“What I hope is someone sees his

John McCullough
JO H N M C C U L LO U G H .M D ^ M A IL.C O M

Step inside The Claassen Gallery,
host o f Fridays “Pascals Peeps” art
exhibit, and it becomes apparent that
this is not a typical San Luis Obispo
art gallery.
Just below the ceiling hangs can
vases capturing two years o f street
art. Artists have written their names
and drawn pictures and graihti on
the canvases so many times there isn’t
an ounce o f white showing.
Those canvases serve as an expla
nation for why the Claassen Gal
lery exists in the first place, to allow
for a different type o f art culture to
emerge. “Pascal’s Peeps” — an ex
hibit o f contemporary and street art
— will be showcasing this emerging
art culture on Friday.

work and commissions him to do
something,” Claassen said.
That’s part o f what “Pascal’s Peeps”
can do for the artists involved — get
their work out in front o f the public
so they can make a living off o f it,
Claassen said.
One o f the artists who will be con
tributing Friday goes by the moniker
Stenzskull. The artist, 28, started
placing his an in Claassen’s shows
about two and a half years ago and it
has allowed him to spend more time
on his an , he said.
“I’ve been working full-time since
1 graduated (from) high school and 1
just dropped my job to do more art,”
Stenzskull said.
Claassen quit his day job as an
electrician’s assistant to open his first
shop on C ou n Street six years ago

|9 jO :^oesn’t necessarily w ant to
TC IMdwn ft>r street a rt. They
have a very specific idea
S IX ) a rt should be. f
^
— Coral Kessler
Claassen Gallery empluyee

The exhibit features 45 local art
ists and more than 100 different
works that won’t be found in any
other art gallery in San Luis Obispo,
owner Jeff Claassen said.
Claassen along with Coral Kes
sler — his best friend who helps
run the gallery — follow the “Do It
Yourself,” or DIY, ethic. That’s what
Friday’s exhibit is all about.
Claassen is more inspired by street
an, something that much o f the art
community in San Luis Obispo isn’t
ready to embrace, he said.
“People weren’t going to use my
an so I did it on my own; it’s a phi
losophy,” Claassen said. “I’ve taken
it a little further. I make my own
canvases which saves me money. I
think that’s where a lot o f the DIY
ethic comes from, saving money.
People might come in here and think
I have investors but I did it on my
own staning from a 100-square foot
office space."
O ne o f the artists, who wished to
remain anonymous, carried several
canvases which — when laid out next
to each other — act as one complete
piece o f graffiti-styled an.

before moving to Morro Street. He
opened his current location on Marsh
Street in July 2000. Since then, he
has sold hundreds of his paintings
and prints as well as provided a place
for local anists and an enthusiasts to
meet, purchase and discuss art.
When Claassen isn’t around, Kes
sler helps run the gallery and meets
many o f the local artists who come to
the gallery to purchase an supplies.
There is an already established
style o f art in San Luis Obispo, Kes
sler said. This niche has made it dif
ficult for more contemporary streetinspired anists that will be featured
in Friday’s gallery, like Claassen, to
be able to make a living.
“I f you check out the an in Arts
Obispo, that’s the kind o f an you’d
expect ftx>m this area,” Kessler said.
“It’s more landscapes and scenery.
The city doesn’t embrace the more
contemporary type o f an yet but we
have a huge underground an scene
here. SLO doesn’t necessarily want
to be known for street an. They have
a very specific idea o f what SLO art
should be.”
For the show, there are no medi-

COURTE.SY PHOTO

**PascaTs Peeps” art exhibit, which will be .held at The Claassen Gallery on Marsh
j m e t , wiji f e a t ^ piece» incorporadng w i^ m a l.M ^ a ^ in a p u a d
,;

uni restrictions for the artists. How
ever, each piece has to incorporate
some sort o f animal in it — to tie
everything into a single theme.
“The artists have done their art in
many ways,” Claassen said. “Stenzskull’s painting o f a cat was done en
tirely with stencils.
The exhibit was named after Pas
cal — the gallery’s mascot bunny.
Pascal will make an appearance at
the gallery. He’s become somewhat
o f a local celebrity among the artists,
Kessler said.
Tbe Claassen Gallery will open
its doors from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. for
“Pascal’s Peeps” on Friday.
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Still Time
continuedfrom page 8

However, the band members are giv
ing themselves time to develop their
sound and create a more cohesive al
bum — something Curcio said they
have been hesitant about doing until
now.
“We feel we need to hook people
who know nothing about us yet,”
Curcio said. “I think in the past
we’ve maybe been afraid o f looking
at it like that, but we are just kind o f
keeping that in mind and knowing
that we have to get this thing moving
forward.”
The band has also explored ex
panding its circle with saxophonist
Ryan Mosse who has been featured
in songs and who helped with the
sound mechanics. Curcio, who’d seen
Mosse playing gigs around town,
roomed with him when he moved to
Shell Beach.
“I’d seen him around, playing
jazz gigs, so it was random that he
became my roommate,” Curcio said.
“We started having him jam here and
there, and it’s worked out recently
that he was able to join the crew.”
Mosse said he’s enjoyed the envi
ronment the band creates when they
play on stage.
“It’s a lot o f fun because the high
energy is connected between all the
guys on stage,” he said. “It makes a
really fun environment to jam and
play.”
The momentum doesn’t stop at

Mosse. Guitarist Nick Bilich has
been working on community-based
collaborative Meals for Moms, to
provide meals for single mothers and
their children to eat once a month.
Bilich .said he was inspired to start
the organization after a volunteer
trip to Rwanda in 2007. One o f the
activities his group helped with was
an AIDS support group where he
volunteers provided lunch for the at
tendees and listened to their stories.
About 90 p>ercent o f the attendees
were single mothers with four to five
children, Bilich said.
“We would talk to these people
and hear their stories and their histo
ries,” Bilich said. “And some o f them
had AIDS, some o f their husbands
had AIDS, .some o f their husbands
had left, some had been raped. To sec
them totally stepping up to the plate
to really make ends meet while only
having 20 percent o f the resources
o f anybody in the U.S. was one o f
those experiences where you leave
and you’re just like, ‘Wow.’”
After the trip, while sitting in Sal
ly Lou’s, the light bulb turned on.
“I was reading over this passage
and remembered the Rwanda trip
and thought we could totally team
up with some local restaurants and
feed single mother families,” Bilich
said
After getting such a strong initial
response from the community, the
band wanted to start the organiza
tion to get involved in the commu
nity, Bilich said.
•'“The hope is to raise an awareness

that it doesn’t take a lot to make a
difference,” Bilich said.
Although the kick-off date for the
organization was scheduled for O c
tober, Bilich realized time was tight
between the candid project and the
band.
For now the band will work on
getting local restaurants on board
with its plan.
“Trying to find the time and re
sources and connect with the people
you need to connect with — it’s kind
o f a job in itself,” Bilich said.
Despite full plates, the band is
still excited to return to its birth
ing ground —SLO Brewing Co. The
band is using this opportunity to test
out a new song, which will give the
audience a good idea o f their new di
rection, Curcio said.
“The thing I’m looking forward to
most is this song that we don’t even
have a title for yet,” Curcio said. “I’m
really looking forward to seeing the
fans’ response to this song. It’s kind
o f the sound I think we’ll be going
for.”
Mosse will play a few songs with
the group and is looking forward
to the packed and rowdy crowd, he
said.
“They throw a lot o f energy at us
on stage and we kind o f reciprocate
and give it back,” Mosse said.
Doors for the 2 1 and older show
open at 7:.f0 p.m. and openers ZuhG
and Central Currency begin at 8 p.m.
Pre-sale tickets are available for $12
at Bot) Boo Records or ticketweb.
com and are $ 15 at the door.
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Whose shoes?
See if you can match the shoes to
the quotes from the Cal Poly stu
dents and staff who wear them.

Photos by M arisa Bloch
1. “I wear these shoes because they make my feet and every step
lighter faster and stronger than they ever have before. And it s
funny to get rocks or twigs stuck between my toes.”
— Aldrin Montana, computer science senior
2. “I can wear them just about anywhere and they are cute.”
— Adriene Henderson,
journalism and agricultural communication senior
3. “They are magic; when I wear them I feel invincible.”
— Cornel Morton, Vice President for Student Affairs
4. “I like the color and 1 go work out. I advise people to stay away
from shoes with shocks though.”
— Nadia Nosrati, agricultural business senior
5. “I wear these bad boys after we get a big W.”
— Drew Wyman, food science senior
6. “Comfort is most important and they hold a great shine.”
— Chad Reiley, University Police Department officer
7. “I have dairy lab after this class and they can be pretty dirty.”
— Tyler Flesner, agricultural business freshman
/

8. “Thought it was going to rain, but it didn’t. 1 am a Vans girl and
they are unique.”
— Caitlynn Steinberg, graphic communication senior
9. “The shoes around campus that I sec aren’t good for your arches.
They arc uncomfortable and they aren’t good for your walking
form.”
— Jacob Brandt, landscape architecture junior
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Many Americans turning away from religion
Tlic most rapidly j;rowing religious
category today is compo,sed of those
Americans who say they have no re
ligious affiliation. While middle-age
and older Americans continue to
embrace organized religion, rapidly
increasing numbers of young people
arc rejecting it.
A.S recently xs
all hut 7 per
cent of Americans claimed a religious
affiliation, a figure that had held con
stant for decades. Today, 17 percent
of Americans say they have no reli
gion, and these new “nones” are very
heavily concentrated among Ameri
cans who have come o f age since
1990. Between 25 percent and 30
percent o f twentysomethings today
say they have no religious affiliation
— roughly four times higher than in
any previous generation.
So, why this sudden jump in
youthful disaffection from organized
religion? llic surprising answer, ac
cording to a mounting body of evi
dence, is politics. V’ery few of these
new “nones" actually call themselves
atheists, and many have rather con
ventional beliefs about (iod and
theology. But they have
been alienated from or
ganized religion by its
increasingly conserva
tive politics.
During the 1980s,
the public face o f American religion
turned sharply right. Political allegiance.s and religious observance be
came more closely aligned, and both
religion and politics became more
p>olarizcd. Abortion and homosexu
ality became more prominent issues
on the national political agenda, and
activists such as jerry Falwcll and
Ralph Reed began looking to expand
religious activism into electoral pH)litics. Church attendance gradually
became the primary dividing line be
tween Republicans and Democrats
in national elections.
This political “Cod gap” is a re
cent dcv'elopment. Up until the
1970s, progressive Democrats were
common in church pews and many
conservative Republicans didn’t at
tend church. But after 1980, both
churchgoing progre.ssivcs and secu
lar conservatives became rarer and
rarer. Some Americans brought
their religion and their
politics into alignment
by adjusting their political views to
their religious faith. But, surprisingly,
more o f them adjusted their religion
to fit their politics.
Wc were initially skeptical•about
that proposition, because it seemed
implausible that people would make
choices that might affect their eter
nal fate based on how they felt about
George W, Bush. But the evidence
convinced us that many Americans
■mow arc sorting thftm.selvcs out on
Sunday morning on the basis of
their political views. For example, in
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our Faith Matters national survey of
3,000 Americans, we observed this
sorting process in real time, when we
interviewed the .same people twice
about one year apart.
For many religious Amcricums,
this alignment of religion and poli
tics was divinely ordained, a longsought retort to the immorality' of
the 1960s. Other Americans were
not so sure.
Throughout the 1990s and into
the new century, the increasingly
prominent association between re
ligion and conservative politics pro
voked
a
backlash among

i h f
Millennial generation was lib
eral on most social issues, and
alsove ail, on homosexuality'. Ihc
fraction of twentysomethings w'ho
said that homosexual relations were
“always” or “alnuist always” wrong
plummeted from about 75 jjcrteiu
in 1990 to about 40 ptcrcent in
2008. (Ironically, in polling, Millennials are actually more uneasy
about abortion than their parents.)
just as this generation moved
to the left on most social issues —
above all, homosexuality — many
prominent religious leaders moved
to the right, using the issue o f samesex marriage to mobilize electoral
support for conservative Republi
cans. In the short run, this tactic
worked to increase G O P turnout,
but the subsequent backlash under
BARRIE MAGUIRE n k w s a r t
mined sympathy for religion among
many young moderates and progres
moderates and progressives, many
sives. Increasingly, young people saw
o f whom had previously considered
religion as intolerant, hypocritical,
themselves religious. The fraction
o f Americans who agreed “strongly” judgmental and homophobic. If be
ing religious entailed political con
that religious leaders should not try
servatism, they concluded, religion
to influence government decisions
nearly doubled from 22 percent in was not for them.
Sociologists Michael Flout and
1991 to 38 percent in 2008, and the
fraction who insisted that religious . Claude Fischer o f U C Berkeley were
among the first to call attention to the
leaders should not try to influence
ensuing rise in young “nones,” and in
how people vote rose to 45 percent
our recent book, “American Grace,”
from 30 percent.
wc have extended their analysis,
This backlash was especially force-
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ful among youth coming of age in
the 1990s and ju.st forming their
views about religion. Some o f that
generation, to be sure, held deeply
conservative moral and political
views, and they felt very comfortable
in the ranks o f increasingly conserva
tive churchgoers.
But
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showing that the as.sociation between
religion and politic.s (and especially
religion’s intolerance of homosexu
ality) was the single strongest factor
in this portentous .shift. In religious
allinities, as in taste in music and
preference for colas, habits formed in
early adulthood tend to harden over
time. vSo if more than one-quarter
o f today’s young people are .set
ting off'in adult life with no religiou-s identification, compared
with about one-20th of previ
ous generations, the prospects
for religious observance in the
coming decades are sub
stantially diminished.
F.vangelical
Prot
estantism, which saw
dramatic growth in
the 1970s and 1980.S,
has been hit hard
by this trn)re recent •
development. From
the early 1970s to
the late 1980s the
fraction o f Ameri
cans age 18 to 29
who identified with
evangelical Protes
tantism rose to 25
percent from 20
percent, hut since
1990, that frac
tion hxs fallen back
to about 17 percent.
Mcanw'hile, the pro
port it»n ol young Ameri
cans W'ho have nt> religious affili
ation at all rose from just over 10
percent ,ts late as 1990 to its current
proportitm of .tbout 27 percent.
C'onrinuing to .sound the trumf>ct
for ct>nservative social policy on is
sues such as homosexuality may or
may not be the right thing to do from
a rheological point o f view, but it is
likely to mean saving fewer souls.
Nevertheless, predictions of the
demise o f religion in America would
be premature. More likely is that as
growing numbers o f young Ameri
cans reject religious doctrine that is
too political or intolerant for their
taste,' innovative religious leaders
will concoct more palatable offer
ings. jesus taught his disciples to be
“fishers o f men,” and the pool o f un
churched moderate and progressive
young people must be an attractive
target for religious anglers.
I'o be sure, some o f these young
people will remain secularists. Many
o f them, however, espouse beliefs that
would seem to make them potential
converts to a religion that offered
some o f the attractions o f modern
evangelicalism without the conserva
tive political overlay.
Robert D. Putnam, a projasor o f public
policy at Hantard University an d D avid
E. Campbell, a profissor o f political sci
ence a t the University o f Notre Dame.
They lorote thisjb r the Los Angeles Times.
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Gay troops need to know ‘ it gets better’ too
I’ve watched all o f the “It Gets Better"
videos that have crossed my desktop
since the campaign began. In these
affecting testimonials prompted by
the increase in suicides o f young gay
men, celebrities and public figures
speak out to reassure those bullied
about their sexuality that the pres
sures do eventually ease. I sobbed lis
tening to “Project Runway” star Tun
Gunn describing his teenage suicide
attempt, and I was moved to learn
that senior W hite House adviser Val
erie Jarrett mentioned each o f the re
cent victims by name as she assured
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
teens that their lives are precious.
The response to this tragedy is
heartening because the public out
pouring o f grief raises awareness and
may save lives. But why hasn’t there
been the same level o f concern for the
epidemic o f suicides among military
service members?
It’s pointless and petty to compare
heartbreak. In the last few weeks, four
young gay men have committed sui
cide, all in some way connected to
fear, shame or isolation around the
issue o f their homosexuality. I’m hor
rified by this, and ashamed it could
happen in America in 2010. I’m just
as alarmed that during three days in
late September, four soldiers at Fort
Hood Army Base in Texas took their
own lives. This is not an isolated inci
dent. The New York Times reported
Monday that 20 soldiers connected
to Fort Hood have committed suicide
this year; the Army has confirmed 14
o f those cases, and six are under in
vestigation. The base’s suicide rate is
about four times the national aver
age.
In fact, the Army’s suicide rate
overall exceeds that o f the civilian
population, with 160 active-duty sui
cide deaths in 2009 and 239 across
the total Army, including the reserve
component. Army suicide rates are
now higher than the age- and sexadjusted rate for the general public,
according to the National Institutes
o f Mental Health.
Several service-specific programs
exist to counter the increase in sui
cides, including a just-launched Army
collaboration with N IM H to help the
Army develop effective strategies for

mitigating suicide risk. Installations
with troubling records are also tar
geted individually. At Fort Campbell,
Ky., for example, where there were
11 confirmed soldier suicides from
January to late May in 2009, leaders
called a three-day “stand-down” —
military-speak for “work stoppage”
— to identify issues and resources.
But sirens sound outside the armed

ty. He outlined the dangers o f the cul
tural divide in our country, where our
force o f 2.4 million active and reserve
duty volunteers represents less than 1
percent o f the population, a new low.
1 don’t know anyone, service member
or civilian, who seriously advocates a
return to the draft, and Gates doesn’t
either, but he connected the dots. The
war becomes remote when only a few

•if

Regardless o f the cause, predic
tions are bleak. Adm. Michael Mul
len, chairman o f the Joint Chiefs o f
Staff, cautioned in late September that
the number o f military suicides will
probably increase as large numbers
o f troops return home after multiple
deployments. His warning follows a
Pentagon task force report that found
the military's suicide-prevention ef-
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forces only infrequendy. Secretary
o f Defense Robert M. Gates spoke
blundy about military suicides in a
September speech at Duke Universi-

experience the pain and sacrifice o f
long and frequent deployments, and
the high suicide rate could be one resuit o f this disproportionate burden.

forts are inadequate and inefficient.
My husband is a naval officer, so
Gates and Mullen are celebrities in
my circle o f military ftunilies, but to

T O T H E E D IT O R

o f a community supported agricul
ture box-share program. This model
worked well previously but now, with
tighter budgets, less faculty and greater

As a student and core component o f
the Cal Poly Organic farm, I wanted
to clarify what transitions are taking
place on the f^m .
Originally, the organic farm ran off

student emphasis, we arc designing the
organic farm as an outdoor classroom.
Learning how a ftum operates, organic
produce production, community out
reach through Burners’ markets and
promoting good stewardship to the
land are emphasized in the Organic

Farming Enterprise Projea (C RSC
203). The vegetables arc viewed as a
valuable by-produa o f learning and
sold by students at numerous ftu'mcrs’
markets around the Central Coast and
on campus.
For all the previous CSA members,
and new supporters o f the farm, please
come visit and further our education
at the Morro Bay Farmers’ Market
on Thursday (2 to 4 p.m.), Thursday

Downtown San Luis Farmers’ Mar
ket (6 to 9 p.m.) and Saturday at the
Madonna Plaza Farmers’ market (8 to
10 a.m.), or at the Wednesday (3 to 6
p.m.) and Saturday ( 1 1 a.m. to 2 p.m.)
U-Pick Market Booth on campus at
the Crops Unit. For those students
interested in becoming more involved
with the farm, look into signing up for
C R SC 203 which is taught in the fall,
winter and spring.
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most, they’re no Tim Gunn. A speech
at a university and a Pentagon report
don’t have the reach or appeal o f a
YouTuhe channel hosting an “It Gets
Better” suicide-prevention campaign,
where individuals as well as public
figures can upload their own stories,
rhis is one area where the military
should take its cue from social media.
I propose that the Defense Depart
ment create an “It Gets Bettcr”-type
outreach program for service mem
bers, encouraging troops, officers and
veterans to tell their own stories o f
depression and despair following a
wartime tour o f duty, and how they
handled it.
There is already an awareness
that fellow warriors’ stories o f dis
tress may reach suicidal soldiers in
a unique way. A new Army video
features a service member who successftxlly spotted an at-risk colleague
and prevented his suicide by remov
ing an important mechanism in his
rifle. The same program encourages
soldiers who need mental healthcare
to take advantage o f available ser
vices. Gen. Peter Chiarelli, the Army
vice chief o f staff, told public health
officers at Fort Hood that he hopes
the “seek help" message will encour
age soldiers to overcome die longtime
stigma o f behavioral healthcare. But
Chiarelli acknowledged that military
culture has a long way to go before
attitudes toward mental health shift.
Indeed, speaking out about one’s pain
— psychic or physical — goes against
an entrenched military culture o f sto
icism. Service members are supposed
to suck it up without a word o f com
plaint, lest they be labeled weak or
suffer a career setback.
Stoicism and name-calling doesn’t
work. Nor do stand-downs and
speeches. Individual Americans can
help close the military-civilian divide
by demonstrating the belief that sui
cides among service members demand
our immediate anention as a society.
.Soldiers and sailors need reassurance
that it gets better for them too.
Alison Buckholtz is the author o f
“Standing By: The M aking o f an
American M ilitary Family in a Time o f
War. "She unvte thisfa r the Los Angeles
Times.

All systems eventually change and
evolve. I appreciate all the hard work
and teaching ftom previous Bum
team-members and am raking the
skills, knowledge and experience ftom
the past and using it to form and mold
this project to better serve the needs
o f the students, campus and commu
nity.
Anna Jelks is an animal sciences senior.
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October is BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH!
Show your support by
wearing pink and visiting
the Colleges Against Cancer
informational booth on
Oct. 28th in the U.U. Plaza.
We will provide information
about self breast exams
and the importance of early
detection. Come visit the
booth and pick up a 2011
Save Second Base shirt for a
$10 donation to the
American Cancer Society!
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kind o f got to us and wore us down,”
Tennessee defensive end Chris Walk
er said.

Ducks
continuedfrom page ¡6
The Ducks average nearly 80 plays
a game and lead the nation in scoring
at 54.33 points a game, but they also
rank No. 108 nationally in average
time o f possession (27 minutes 32
seconds).
Army, by comparison, leads
the nation in time o f possession at
34:31 a game, but averages only 69.9
plays.
Oregon’s theory is teams will ulti
mately get tired o f giving chase, and
so far it’s working. The Ducks have
outscored opponents in the second
half, 128-13.
“If you watch other teams, their
posture in the second half, they’ll
be bending over,” Ducks linebacker
Casey Matthews said.
The Sept. 11 game at Tennessee
was 13-13 at intermission and ended
48-13.
“That tempo they were going at
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Volunteers Coach Derek Dooley
remarked, “It’s the fastest offense
you’ll see.”
Stanford was leading Oregon, 3124, at the half, before getting outscored 28-0.
Stanford players appeared to be
feigning injuries to slow down O r
egon’s pace — or so thought Ducks
fans who booed the re-entry o f every
Cardinal player who had limped off
the field.
“Going right off and coming on
the field the next play. 1 don’t know if
those are injuries or not,” Matthews
said.
Kelly is careful not to question
the tactics or ethics o f others, espe
cially when it deals with injuries.
“1 understand why the officials
can’t say anything,” Kelly said. “What
if the guy is legitimately injured? ...
To me, if someone’s coaching that,
then you’re basically throwing up a
red flag and saying we can’t play at
your pace.”
Kelly, 46, is constantly cutting
corners — in a constructive way. He
was running high-powered offenses
at I-AA New Hampshire when he
was hired by Oregon Coach Mike
Bellotti in 2007 to re-tool the Ducks’
spread offense.
Kelly quickly — as he docs every
thing — turned quancrback Dennis
Dixon, who had lost his starting job
the year before, into a Heisman Tro
phy candidate.
Fearing it might lose Kelly, the
school made him the successor-in

T H IS W E E K

waiting to Bellotti, who retired in
2009. Kelly had spent years pick
ing brains and keeping notes in
preparation for becoming a head
coach.
When he took over at Oregon,
an already successful program,
Kelly’s motivation was to stream
line operations. He went to every
department head and asked how
things could be mòre efficient. The
only answer he would not accept
was “That’s how we did things be
fore.”
Practices this year are faster
than they were last year, when they
seemed fast enough. Organization
is key. The entire 2010 practice
schedule was blocked out last sum
mer — down to the minute.
“I can tell you what we’re doing
the Wednesday o f the (Nov. 26)
Arizona game,” Kelly said.
Ihe music literally never stops at
an Oregon practice — although at
times it seems like musical chairs.
Kelly started blasting mix tapes
over the loudspeakers because he
couldn’t stand the “white noise”
most teams used to simulate sta
dium chatter.
Monday morning, the roll into
practice began with players doing
free-form warmup.
At 8:50, Kelly blasted an air
horn and shouted “Let’s go!” to
the backdrop o f starding leadin screeches to the song “Jump
Around."
The players all jump around.
Another horn blast sent the team
to the goal line where a “chonis
line” o f leg kicks ensued.

IN C A L

Football
continuedfrom page 16

yards.
“They played extremely well
against us last year,” Walsh said. “I
think they are going to have a lot of
confidence in themselves, they have
had an extra week to prepare for

scoring 102 points against three FCS
opponents before heading into last
week’s game against Southern Utah.
Against Old Dominion, Broadous
passed for 212 yards with two touch
downs and went 19-31 for 201 yards
and a score in the team’s loss to the
Thunderbirds.
"I am getting more and more
comfortable with every game,” Broa
dous said. “Things are starting to

l am n ot r e ^ y thinking about
the road again. I’m trying to stay
as far away from th at as pii||itd|^
— Andre Broadous
Cal Poly quancrback

... it’s going to be another good
football team.”
The Mustangs are a team that
may need to win for the rest o f the
season in order to make the play
offs. If the Mustangs lose this week,
it’s safe to say their postseason hopes
fly out the window, Walsh said.
O n the year, Cal Poly leads the
Great West in rushing offense and
ranks second in the conference in
total offense, defense and rushing
defense.
Broadous has led the offense
under center since finding his first
playing time o f the season against
Texas State. Under Broadous, the
Mustangs seemed to pick up speed.
US

slow down for me as a quarterback
and I think the more reps 1 get, the
easier it’s going to be.”
However, he will come across
something very unfamiliar this
weekend. The once-heralded recruit
has never started at Alex G . Spanos
Stadium but said he is relieved to be
in front o f a home crowd this week
instead o f on the road — which is
something he doesn’t want to chink
about for a while.
“It’s good to know that once we
score, we will have the crowd on our
side, finally,” Broadous said. “I am
not really thinking about the road
again, I'm trying to stay as far away
fiom that as possible.”
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Football to play at home for first time in a month
Brian De Los Santos
M USTANGDAI LYSPORTS^GMAI t..COM

The hotel rooms and grueling travel
schedules end here — at least for two
more weeks.
For the first time in more than a
month, the No. 21 Cal Poly Mus

tangs (4-3, 0-1 Great West) will re
turn to Alex G. Spanos Stadium to
take on the North Dakota Fighting
Sioux (2-4, 0-2) this weekend.
“It will be nice to get back and
sleep in your own bed the night be
fore the game and get into your nor
mal routine,” fullback Jake Romanel-

li said. “It will be nice to play in front
o f the students; some that have never
seen us play before. We will be amped up and ready to go.”
With the Mustangs 20-7 loss
against Southern Utah last weekend,
they closed the door on their longest
road trip since moving to the FCS in
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Coraerback Bijon Samoodi (6) tallied a team-high eight tackles against Southern Utah last weekend.

1994. During the trip, they went 2-3
— two wins better than the Mus
tangs' record on the road all season
last year.
“We battled,” head coach Tim
Walsh said at Monday’s press con
ference. “We haven’t won as many
games as we wanted to on the road,
but the last five weeks have been a
battle ... we came home 2-3 instead
o f 3-2 and that’s unfortunate, but 1
still believe we are a good football
team.”
Playing at home might even make
them a better team, quarterback An
dre Rroadous said. Ihe fans, the at
mosphere and comfort o f playing on
a familiar field are some things that
work in the Mustangs favor.
“H*ome field-advantage is big,”
Broadous said. “You can control the
game a little bit better at home, just
because (oO the crowd noise and
stuff like that ... it’s easier to get the
momentum at home.”
The Mustangs may need all they
can get to rebound from 'a loss in
their conference-opening game last
weekend. Against the Thunderbirds,
the Mustangs were shutout in the
first half for the first time in four
years and, up until Mark Rodgers
snatched a 29-yard touchdown re
ception, were on the verge o f being
shutout for the first time since 1998.
“We weren’t executing the offense
well,” Romanelli said. “We weren’t
being our normal selves. We were
turning the ball over, we were drop

ping passes, we fumbled snaps, we
would move the ball well and then
we would shoot ourselves in the foot.
You are not going to win a lot o f
games doing that.”
If the Mustangs waste opportu
nities this weekend, they might face
the same fate they did a season ago
against the Fighting Sioux. Last year.
North Dakota sent Cal Poly on a
losing tailspin toward the end o f its
season. North Dakota defeated Cal
Poly 31-17, marking its first loss in
a .season-ending four-game losing
streak.
In the game. North Dakota held
Cal Poly to a season-low 63 rushing
yards off 27 carries, the first time any
opponent held the Mustangs to 100
yards rushing all season. Running
back Jono Grayson led the team with
27 yards rushing and Romanelli was
the closest with 14 yards.
It’s a memory Broadous said the
Mustangs hope to erase this year.
“We just don’t want it to happen
again,” Broadous said. “It’s at home
this time, so there are no excuses. We
just have to go out and get the win.”
North Dakota is coming into
this week’s game against Cal Poly off
its bye week, "fhey are averaging 27
points and 350 yards p>er game so
far this season. At quarterback, Jake
Landry has passed for 1,106 yards
and 10 touchdowns with six inter
ceptions on the year, josh Murray
leads the team in rushing with 479
$ee Football, page 15

Ducks race in hopes for championship

Volleyball hosts two

Chris Dufresne

conference matches

LOS ANGELES TIMES

EU G EN E, Ore. — Chip Kelly likes
to save time. He’s the kind o f guy who
seeks the quickest route to work.
“Gone W ith the Wind,” under
Kelly’s direction, might have won the
Academy Award for best film short.
“It would have been really fiist,”
Kelly joked Monday in his office.
“Get right to Atlanta, burn the build
ings and yell ‘time!’”
'Ihe objective is getting Oregon
to play football as fast as its secondyear coach talks, and he’s already
machine-gum Kelly.
Oregon played up-tempo last

year when it ended U SC ’s seven-year
reign as Pacific 10 Conference cham
pions, but that was a waltz compared
to now.
Monday morning’s practice, in
advance o f Thursday’s game against
UCLA at Autzen Stadium, started at
8:50 and was over at 10:30.
It wasn’t a walk-through as much
as a sprint-through, in full pads, a
cacophony o f boom-box sounds and
Ziegfcid Follies choreography.
Nick Aliotti, Oregon’s longtime
defensive coordinator, walked off the
field in desperate .search o f a nap, his
voice raspy from trying to scream
over music from “The Lion King."
“I don’t mind saying this, it’s al

most ridiculous,” Aliotti said of
the pace.
There arc few lulls in the action
and no coaches droning on about
gap responsibilities — that’s all
done in film study.
“I think we’re the new age of
college football," senior quarter
back Nate Costa .said. “I think
you’re going to see more teams do
what we do.”
Opponents have had a hard
time keeping up. Oregon is No.l
in the polls for the first time in
the school’s 1 15-year history, and
maybe on a fast track toward the
national title game.
see D ucks, page 15
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The Cal Pbly women’s voiieyhall team (1 5 -6 , 5-3 Big West) will host Cal State
Northridge (9 -1 3 , 2-5) and U C Irvine (5 -1 5 , 1-6) on Friday and Saturday
night. The Mustangs have gone 3 -3 in their last six matchups, after going 12-3
to start the season. Last sveekend, the Mustangs defeated UC Davis, but lost to
Pacific in five sets. Both matchups arc set to begin at 7 p.m.

